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RA and OL decisions to be announced soon
hip-hop, spoken word, and poetry mix together art and social justice 
by robert dunbAr
contributinG writer
see LEADERSHIP, page 3
Guante speaks out on issues of oppression & inequality
the procedure can be lengthy, but ultimately a rewarding experience
by elizAbeth mAGno
stAff writer
Resident advisor (RA) and orientation 
leader (orientation leader) application 
processes have begun. The two applica-
tion processes are somewhat similar, and 
both aim for a common goal: promoting 
a positive environment at Saint Mary’s.   
Potential RAs began their application 
process in November.  Between No-
vember and February, applicants were 
required to attend an info session; by 
attending one of these sessions, the pro-
spective RA applicants received eligibil-
ity to submit a written application. The 
Office of Residential Experience makes 
sure every applicant meets the criteria 
to be a potential RA. When students pass 
the written application process, they at-
tend mandatory group interviews. Group 
interviews require getting into groups of 
five and going through a series of tasks 
to see how applicants work in a group 
and how they communicate. Continu-
ing on the timeline, students then ap-
ply for panel interviews and are sorted 
into random groups of RAs and resident 
directors (RDs). Returning applicant 
Callie Coker explained, “I want to do this 
again because I enjoyed it. I like building 
community within the residence halls. 
I feel the RA position is important to 
foster a healthy living community among 
residents.” 
At the panel interviews, RDs have the 
opportunity to ask potential RAs vari-
ous questions.  “When you get to know 
the RDs, it’s a gamble because you don’t 
know whether you’re going to get select-
ed or not,” said new applicant Nick San-
chez. RDs can ask questions about who 
the RAs want to work with and why, types 
of programming, and why the applicants 
would be good at the job. 
Over half of the RA applicants are cut 
after panel interviews, and after that cut 
is when a hirable pool is formed. The ap-
plicants who make it to the hirable pool 
attend an event called Sticker Night, 
used to sign up for individual interviews. 
Over a span of one and a half weeks, the 
remaining applicants interview with the 
RDs of their choice. When this process 
is complete, there is a one week gap 
before the Office of Residential Expe-
rience announces their selections on 
March 27. Whoever does not get picked 
in the final selection stays in the hirable 
During a small meet and greet in the 
Women’s Resource Center (WRC) prior 
to the show, Guante quietly ate some 
Panda Express that was provided by the 
director of the WRC.  He introduced him-
self as Kyle, said few words, and seemed 
comfortable engaging in conversation 
about poetry, spoken word, and hip-hop, 
but not much else. He seemed quiet, and 
shy, and maybe even a bit uncomfortable. 
Once seven o’clock rolled around, he 
transformed.
The rapper, poet, activist, educator, 
and student from Wisconsin, who is now 
getting his Masters at the University of 
Minnesota, was far more comfortable 
on stage than off.  After only a few short 
minutes of being in front of the crowd, it 
was clear why he is a two-time National 
Poetry Slam champion — his presence 
is a present in itself. His voice is sooth-
ing and his words are deep, but he is one 
of us.
Guante’s spoken word poems covered 
topics about masculinity, sexual assault, 
race, and privilege — though he also has 
“poems about zombies and stuff like 
that too.” Because he was invited by the 
Women’s Resource Center, he stayed 
away from the latter group. It is rare to 
have a mixed-race male, who is perceived 
to be white, cover issues like race, op-
pression, and feminism, because there 
are so many privileges that white males 
have in all of these topics. 
From his diction to his topics of poetry, 
and from his stage presence to his likabil-
ity, Guante made quite the impression 
on some of the students who attended 
his event. Aubrey Williams, a sopho-
more, was infatuated with his “beauti-
ful metaphors surrounding masculinity 
and race.” She continued, stating that 
it was “refreshing to have a perceived 
white male speak on issues surrounding 
women and racism.”
But poetry was not all Guante did. 
Between each set of two or three poems, 
Guante would head over to a small ea-
sel with paper and markers, and begin 
teaching. For the most part, his teachings 
consisted of literary devices and how to 
write meaningful poetry. During these 
parts Guante was an educator, and he 
wanted to share his secrets of writing 
meaningful poetry with anyone who was 
willing to listen. 
 This emcee wasn’t just looking to spit 
a few poems and teach — he was looking 
to learn from his audience as well. After 
each poem, Guante was interested in 
hearing what the Gaels and the audience 
thought about his poems — mainly what 
they meant, what they were about, or a 
pertinent emotion that was brought up 
during the piece. 
Not only was Guante looking for dif-
ferent interpretations to his poems, he 
was looking for extra voices to be heard 
as well. The Soda Center had the pleasure 
of hearing a fellow student recite her 
own poetry. Though it wasn’t necessarily 
spoken word like the rest of the pieces 
Guante performed, the contribution it 
made to the atmosphere was indescrib-
able. The already engaged crowd became 
nearly raucous. 
With so many different voices con-
tributing throughout the night, Williams 
described the night more as a dialogue 
than a performance or a lecture. “It was 
refreshing because he interacted with 
the audience. He wanted to know ‘what 
did the audience think?’” 
This conscious rapper, emcee, poet, 
and educator was cheered off the stage to 
a standing ovation from the small crowd. 
This young man really got the house 
rocking with the ideas presented about 
what it means to be a man, how to stop 
sexual assault, and that simply talking 
about helping the oppressed is meaning-
less if you aren’t out there trying to “pull 
them out of the quicksand.” 
However, Guante was upset that this 
wasn’t his typical poetry slam, “I can’t 
just drop the mic and dramatically walk 
off!” That one really brought the house 
down.
 2012 Orientation leaders paint the smc with incoming saint mary’s students, making the transition to college an easy 
and exciting experience. (Andrew nguyen/ colleGiAn, file)
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Plans to be proposed to create new student spaces
Dear Gaels,As we reach the midpoint of 
the Spring Term it seems that stu-
dent events, club get-togethers, and 
cultural nights are all happening at 
once. And while this level of activity 
is incredible, it has brought to light a 
major issue on our campus: the need 
for more student space.
Saint Mary’s students desperately 
need more space where they can 
hold club meetings, schedule cul-
tural night practices, and just hang 
out. I firmly believe that we need a 
renovated and expanded Student 
Union. Last year the Associated 
Students launched a Student Voice 
Survey which revealed our over-
whelming need for student space. 
Based on over 300 respondents, only 
16 percent of participants viewed 
Cassin Student Union as a true, 
un-programmed student space. 
According to the survey, 33 percent 
of participants only use Cassin as a 
walkway and 31 percent admit that 
they don’t even use the space. These 
survey results prompted the Associ-
ated Students to take action.
Last Spring the Associated Stu-
dents utilized $54,050 of our re-
serves to fund a conceptual study for 
a new Student Activity Center. The 
study, completed this fall, resulted 
in three different architectural 
schemes, all of which included con-
A look on the scene news and headlines from aroundcampus and the bay Area
3/10/2015 3:15 p.m.
Incident: Traffic Accident
Synopsis: Damage to back left bum-
per of car in St. Joseph’s Parking 




Synopsis: Food cooking set off alarm 
in Ageno West-no fire, smoke, or 
scorching-alarm reset; referred 




Synopsis: Missing Apple T.V., remote, 
and HDMI cable from Galileo Hall; 
referred to ITS and Loss Prevention
3/12/2015 1:52 p.m.
Incident: Traffic Collision
Synopsis: Damage to back bumper of 
vehicle in St. Joseph’s Hall - parties 




Synopsis: Student not feeling well at 
Public Safety Front Gate- no trans-
port; referred to Dean of Students 
and Health & Wellness Center
3/15/2015 2:01 a.m.
Incident: Burglary Alarm
Synopsis: No signs of forced entry in 
ITS Trailer- area found secure; re-
ferred to Facilities Services and ITS
3/16/2015 10:32 a.m.
Incident: Medical Assist
Synopsis: Faculty slipped and fell on 
debris on ground in Hagerty Lounge; 




Synopsis: Food cooking set off alarm 
in Brother Urban Gregory Hall-no 




Synopsis: Rear side door propped 
open by staff on Rheem campus 
but alarm was disarmed-unknown 




Synopsis: Physical altercation and 
roommate conflict in Assumption 




Synopsis: E-Cigarette set off alarm 
in Guerrieri East-smoke present, no 
fire, or scorching; referred to Dean 
of Students and Facilities Services
1 Rebel Offensive Takes
Control of Taiz
E n c r o a c h i n g  r e b e l  f o r c e s 
seized key parts of Yemen’s
third largest city, Taiz, this past 
week. According to security offi-
cials, this included the interna-
tional airport. The country faces
serious threats of disintegrating 
into civil war. Amidst the col-
lapse of security in the country, 
the U.S. removed the last of its
military advisors. The attack
was seen as a declaration of war 
against Mr. Hadi who was forced
out of Aden by the Houthis last
month. Supporters of Yemen’s 
former president, Ali Abdullah
Saleh, backed the Houthi’s ad-
vance. The people of Taiz have
begun protesting the takeover, 
but they were met with violence.
The Special Security Forces
fired tear gas into crowds to stop
demonstrations.
2 New Bishop in Chile 
Sparks Protest
Pope Francis’s decision to
appoint Juan Barros as Bishop
has been widely contended. Bar-
ros was close friends with Rev. 
Fernando Karadima, a priest
who was found guilty of sexual
abuse. Many accuse Barros of
complicity in the case of sexual 
abuse. Juan Carlos Cruz, who
claims that he was a victim of
Karadima’s abuses, also says
that Barros was aware of the
misconduct and attempted to 
cover it up. Protestors of Barros
appointment stormed into the
cathedral where he was being
anointed. Dressed in black and 
carrying black balloons, some
supporters attempted to climb 
onto the altar where Barros was
standing. About 3,000 people
gathered outside the cathedral 
to protest. 
3 EU Fears Greek Debt 
Default 
Although Greece’s Failing 
economy was not on the agenda 
for the gathering of the EU last
Thursday, it quickly took the 
stage. Leaders on both the left
and right, from Francois Hol-
lande to Angela Merkel, voiced
their concerns over Greece’s $2
billion worth of debt. If Greece
defaults on its debt, it may be
forced to leave the European
Union. Pierre Moscovici, the 
European commissioner for 
economic and financial affairs, 
commented that “the single cur-
rency has to be perpetual for all
its members and as soon as one 
leaves, the question is, who’s 
next?” Many believe that the
integrity of the Euro rests en-
tirely on whether or not Greece 
will default on its debt.
4 Putin Celebrates One-
Year Annexation of Crimea
President Vladimir V. Putin
led a rally and concert in cel-
ebration of Russia’s annexation
of Crimea. The rally was held
directly by the spot where Boris 
Y. Nemtsov was assassinated, 
and some attending the event 
even stood on the bridge where 
he was shot. Putin claimed that 
the annexation of Crimea was
“not simply about land…the is-
sue at stake were the sources of 
our history, our spirituality and 
our statehood.” Putin’s cry for
nationalism seemed to garner 
a powerful response from the
crowd that attended the rally; 
however, Russian writer Aleksei
Ivanov said, “It’s obvious that
the absolute majority of people 
did not come here of their free
will.”
5 S. Korea, China, and Ja-
pan Resume Trilateral Sum-
mit Talks
Foreign minister from the three 
countries met in Seoul on Satur-
day and issued a joint statement 
that they planned to resume tri-
lateral summit talks “at the earli-
est convenient time for the three 
countries.” The three countries
have a troubled history, however; 
Chinese Foreign Minister Wang
Yi claimed that he hoped the 
countries could not allow their 
historical issues overshadow 
their current relations. The three 
countries have closely linked
economies and are part of regional
disarmament talks working to end
North Korea’s nuclear weapons 
development. The strengthening 
of ties between the three countries
would also be beneficial to the
United States. South Korea and 
Japan host 80,000 U.S. troops,
while China is the main backer of 
North Korea.  
6 Investigation of Museum
Attack in Tunis Underway
More than twenty people have 
been arrested since Wednesday’s 
attack on the National Bardo Mu-
seum. The two gunmen who fired 
into the museum killed twenty 
foreign tourists and three Tuni-
sians. Although the authorities
are working to fight the extrem-
ists responsible for the shooting, 
members of the public are ques-
tioning the security failure that 
resulted in the shooters gaining
access to the museum. The gov-
ernment said the two gunmen
had received training in a Libyan 
militant camp.
One Dead After Trail Collapses 
in Point Reyes
One person is dead and another 
is in critical condition after part 
of the trail in the Arch Rock area 
of Point Reyes unexpectedly col-
lapsed on Saturday. The two hikers 
had walked through the Bear Valley 
Trail and reached the very end of 
it, the Arch Rock overlook, when 
the cliff face gave way. The two 
hikers fell approximately 60 feet 
and were covered in rubble. Both 
were airlifted from the scene, and 
while one was declared deceased 
at the site, the other was rushed to 
the Santa Rosa Memorial Hospital. 
Apparently, a fissure had appeared 
on the cliff face last Wednesday and 
park authorities had posted signs at 
the beginning of the trail warning 
hikers not to hike to the very end 
of the trail. According to the park 
service’s website, “Bluffs along the 
California coast are inherently un-
stable. They are prone to crumbling 
and sliding,” and had previously is-
sued a trail advisory warning on the 
website. The identities of the hikers 
remain undisclosed until next of kin 
are given notification.
Punitive Damages from Gender 
Discrimination Lawsuit gets Ap-
proved by Judge
In a high-profile case regarding 
gender discrimination in the work-
place in Silicon Valley, plaintiff El-
len Pao’s lawsuit has been approved 
by San Francisco Superior Court 
Judge Harold Kahn. Judge Kahn 
denied a request to have Pao’s pu-
nitive damages case thrown out on 
Saturday. Pao, who is currently the 
interim CEO of the news and social 
networking site Reddit, is suing her 
former employer the venture capi-
tal firm Kleiner Perkins Caufield 
& Byers for gender bias. When she 
worked there, Pao’s claims that she 
was passed over for promotion due 
to being a woman and that after 
complaining, she was fired. She also 
noted other forms of gender-based 
harassment. With the approval of 
the judge to seek punitive damages 
based on gender, Pao could be add-
ing millions of dollars to the $16 
million in lost wages and bonuses 
she is already suing for if she wins 
the her case.
BART Opposes Trade Mark 
Registration of New Craft Beer 
Called B.A.R.T.
A new trademark application 
filed by Truckee’s FiftyFifty Brew-
ing is being opposed by Bay Area 
Rapid Transit (BART). The craft 
beer company filed to patent a name 
for a new beer with the acronym 
B.A.R.T which stands for “Barrel 
Aged Really Tasty.” Truckee’s web-
site states that it is “a rare one-off 
beer blended on the brewers whim. 
The most recent iteration contains 
a delicious blend of Totality Impe-
rial Stout, Donner Party Porter, and 
our Summit Barleywine, aged in 
Oak Bourbon Barrels for 180 days.” 
In response to the application, 
BART has filed a Notice of Opposi-
tion to the United States Patent and 
Trademark Office claiming that 
registration of the new trademark 
would damage the integrity of 
BART’s name. The company notes 
that any agency utilizing BART’s 
trademark, whether they are within 
the transit business or not, cannot 
be using its name for commercial 
purposes. However, FiftyFifty 
owner and CEO Andy Barr states 
that the acronym was not created 
with the intention of referencing 
BART. Rather, the name referenced 
the owner’s dog who was named 
Bart and who was the unofficial 
mascot of the brewery, though he 
is now deceased.
structing a new facility in Ferrog-
giaro Quad that would run parallel to 
the Intercultural Center and Mitty 
Hall. All three schemes also included 
the complete renovation of Cassin 
Student Union. If the largest scheme 
was chosen, the finished project 
would result in 11,835 square feet of 
new exterior and interior space that 
would hold meeting space, lounges, 
sacred space, a convenience store, 
and student offices. The creation 
of this facility not only addresses 
pool and serves as a backup. 
   The orientation leader process 
shares some common aspects 
with the RA hiring process. Both 
require attendance of at least 
one info session, but the orienta-
tion leader process takes a little 
longer than the RA application 
process. When an orientation
leader applicant receives an
application, they are required 
to answer supplemental ques-
tions and have letters of recom-
mendation. The Office of New
Student and Family Programs
reviews all of the applications. 
The students are then invited to 
a group interview, which is used
to see how well each individual
works with others and how well 
they are able to think on their 
feet. Applicant Kimberly Pas-
chal explained that potential
orientation leaders need to be 
“energetic, very invested in the
school, open-minded and willing 
to accept all different kinds of
people, and have an understand-
ing of the school’s core principles
and implement these principles
in different scenarios.” The ap-
plicants that make it past the 
group interviews are then invit-
ed to attend an individual panel
interview. This interview is with
orientation leader coordinators 
of the New Student and Fam-
ily Programs Office. The inter-
viewers asked questions about 
being an orientation leader and 
questions about the applicant 
themselves. Candidates will hear
whether or not the orientation 
leader job is theirs on April 10.
LEADERSHIP: RA process explained
contInuED fRom PAgE 1
a major student need, but it is also 
intrinsically in line with the Presi-
dent’s Strategic Plan, especially Goal 
2, which emphasizes Saint Mary’s as 
a destination and 24/7 campus.
This April, Amaury Avalos, the VP 
for Student Organizations, and I will 
make a formal recommendation to 
the Campus Facilities Committee in 
order to designate a Student Activity 
Center as a Phase One project. This 
means the project would be a prior-
ity for the college and it would be 
included on the Campus Master Plan 
which is submitted and approved 
by the Town of Moraga. Hopefully 
through these efforts this project 
can be brought to the forefront of our 
college’s focus. Please let me know 
if you want to learn more about the 
conceptual study. I would love to 
hear your feedback!




Graphic that shows one of the proposed concept designs that aims to provide another place for 
students to gather. (courtesy of Associated students)
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Plans to be proposed to create new student spaces
Dear Gaels,As we reach the midpoint of 
the Spring Term it seems that stu-
dent events, club get-togethers, and 
cultural nights are all happening at 
once. And while this level of activity
is incredible, it has brought to light a 
major issue on our campus: the need 
for more student space.
Saint Mary’s students desperately 
need more space where they can 
hold club meetings, schedule cul-
tural night practices, and just hang 
out. I firmly believe that we need a
renovated and expanded Student
Union. Last year the Associated
Students launched a Student Voice
Survey which revealed our over-
whelming need for student space.
Based on over 300 respondents, only
16 percent of participants viewed 
Cassin Student Union as a true, 
un-programmed student space.
According to the survey, 33 percent 
of participants only use Cassin as a 
walkway and 31 percent admit that
they don’t even use the space. These 
survey results prompted the Associ-
ated Students to take action.
Last Spring the Associated Stu-
dents utilized $54,050 of our re-
serves to fund a conceptual study for
a new Student Activity Center. The
study, completed this fall, resulted
in three different architectural 
schemes, all of which included con-
A look on the scene news and headlines from aroundcampus and the bay Area
3/10/2015 3:15 p.m.
Incident: Traffic Accident
Synopsis: Damage to back left bum-
per of car in St. Joseph’s Parking




Synopsis: Food cooking set off alarm 
in Ageno West-no fire, smoke, or 
scorching-alarm reset; referred




Synopsis: Missing Apple T.V., remote, 
and HDMI cable from Galileo Hall; 
referred to ITS and Loss Prevention
3/12/2015 1:52 p.m.
Incident: Traffic Collision
Synopsis: Damage to back bumper of 
vehicle in St. Joseph’s Hall - parties




Synopsis: Student not feeling well at
Public Safety Front Gate- no trans-
port; referred to Dean of Students 
and Health & Wellness Center
3/15/2015 2:01 a.m.
Incident: Burglary Alarm
Synopsis: No signs of forced entry in 
ITS Trailer- area found secure; re-
ferred to Facilities Services and ITS
3/16/2015 10:32 a.m.
Incident: Medical Assist
Synopsis: Faculty slipped and fell on
debris on ground in Hagerty Lounge; 




Synopsis: Food cooking set off alarm 
in Brother Urban Gregory Hall-no 




Synopsis: Rear side door propped 
open by staff on Rheem campus 
but alarm was disarmed-unknown




Synopsis: Physical altercation and
roommate conflict in Assumption




Synopsis: E-Cigarette set off alarm
in Guerrieri East-smoke present, no 
fire, or scorching; referred to Dean 
of Students and Facilities Services
1 Rebel Offensive Takes 
Control of Taiz
E n c r o a c h i n g  r e b e l  f o r c e s 
seized key parts of Yemen’s 
third largest city, Taiz, this past 
week. According to security offi-
cials, this included the interna-
tional airport. The country faces 
serious threats of disintegrating 
into civil war. Amidst the col-
lapse of security in the country, 
the U.S. removed the last of its 
military advisors. The attack 
was seen as a declaration of war 
against Mr. Hadi who was forced 
out of Aden by the Houthis last 
month. Supporters of Yemen’s 
former president, Ali Abdullah 
Saleh, backed the Houthi’s ad-
vance. The people of Taiz have 
begun protesting the takeover, 
but they were met with violence. 
The Special Security Forces 
fired tear gas into crowds to stop 
demonstrations.
2 New Bishop in Chile 
Sparks Protest
Pope Francis’s decision to 
appoint Juan Barros as Bishop 
has been widely contended. Bar-
ros was close friends with Rev. 
Fernando Karadima, a priest 
who was found guilty of sexual 
abuse. Many accuse Barros of 
complicity in the case of sexual 
abuse. Juan Carlos Cruz, who 
claims that he was a victim of 
Karadima’s abuses, also says 
that Barros was aware of the 
misconduct and attempted to 
cover it up. Protestors of Barros 
appointment stormed into the 
cathedral where he was being 
anointed. Dressed in black and 
carrying black balloons, some 
supporters attempted to climb 
onto the altar where Barros was 
standing. About 3,000 people 
gathered outside the cathedral 
to protest. 
3 EU Fears Greek Debt 
Default 
Although Greece’s Failing 
economy was not on the agenda 
for the gathering of the EU last 
Thursday, it quickly took the 
stage. Leaders on both the left 
and right, from Francois Hol-
lande to Angela Merkel, voiced 
their concerns over Greece’s $2 
billion worth of debt. If Greece 
defaults on its debt, it may be 
forced to leave the European 
Union. Pierre Moscovici, the 
European commissioner for 
economic and financial affairs, 
commented that “the single cur-
rency has to be perpetual for all 
its members and as soon as one 
leaves, the question is, who’s 
next?” Many believe that the 
integrity of the Euro rests en-
tirely on whether or not Greece 
will default on its debt.
4 Putin Celebrates One-
Year Annexation of Crimea
President Vladimir V. Putin 
led a rally and concert in cel-
ebration of Russia’s annexation 
of Crimea. The rally was held 
directly by the spot where Boris 
Y. Nemtsov was assassinated,
and some attending the event
even stood on the bridge where
he was shot. Putin claimed that 
the annexation of Crimea was
“not simply about land…the is-
sue at stake were the sources of 
our history, our spirituality and 
our statehood.” Putin’s cry for
nationalism seemed to garner
a powerful response from the
crowd that attended the rally;
however, Russian writer Aleksei 
Ivanov said, “It’s obvious that
the absolute majority of people 
did not come here of their free
will.”
5 S. Korea, China, and Ja-
pan Resume Trilateral Sum-
mit Talks
Foreign minister from the three 
countries met in Seoul on Satur-
day and issued a joint statement 
that they planned to resume tri-
lateral summit talks “at the earli-
est convenient time for the three 
countries.” The three countries 
have a troubled history, however; 
Chinese Foreign Minister Wang 
Yi claimed that he hoped the 
countries could not allow their 
historical issues overshadow 
their current relations. The three 
countries have closely linked 
economies and are part of regional 
disarmament talks working to end 
North Korea’s nuclear weapons 
development. The strengthening 
of ties between the three countries 
would also be beneficial to the 
United States. South Korea and 
Japan host 80,000 U.S. troops, 
while China is the main backer of 
North Korea.  
6 Investigation of Museum 
Attack in Tunis Underway
More than twenty people have 
been arrested since Wednesday’s 
attack on the National Bardo Mu-
seum. The two gunmen who fired 
into the museum killed twenty 
foreign tourists and three Tuni-
sians. Although the authorities 
are working to fight the extrem-
ists responsible for the shooting, 
members of the public are ques-
tioning the security failure that 
resulted in the shooters gaining 
access to the museum. The gov-
ernment said the two gunmen 
had received training in a Libyan 
militant camp.
One Dead After Trail Collapses
in Point Reyes
One person is dead and another 
is in critical condition after part 
of the trail in the Arch Rock area 
of Point Reyes unexpectedly col-
lapsed on Saturday. The two hikers
had walked through the Bear Valley
Trail and reached the very end of
it, the Arch Rock overlook, when 
the cliff face gave way. The two 
hikers fell approximately 60 feet
and were covered in rubble. Both
were airlifted from the scene, and 
while one was declared deceased
at the site, the other was rushed to 
the Santa Rosa Memorial Hospital.
Apparently, a fissure had appeared
on the cliff face last Wednesday and
park authorities had posted signs at
the beginning of the trail warning
hikers not to hike to the very end 
of the trail. According to the park
service’s website, “Bluffs along the
California coast are inherently un-
stable. They are prone to crumbling
and sliding,” and had previously is-
sued a trail advisory warning on the
website. The identities of the hikers
remain undisclosed until next of kin
are given notification.
Punitive Damages from Gender 
Discrimination Lawsuit gets Ap-
proved by Judge
In a high-profile case regarding 
gender discrimination in the work-
place in Silicon Valley, plaintiff El-
len Pao’s lawsuit has been approved 
by San Francisco Superior Court 
Judge Harold Kahn. Judge Kahn
denied a request to have Pao’s pu-
nitive damages case thrown out on
Saturday. Pao, who is currently the 
interim CEO of the news and social 
networking site Reddit, is suing her
former employer the venture capi-
tal firm Kleiner Perkins Caufield
& Byers for gender bias. When she
worked there, Pao’s claims that she
was passed over for promotion due 
to being a woman and that after 
complaining, she was fired. She also
noted other forms of gender-based
harassment. With the approval of
the judge to seek punitive damages 
based on gender, Pao could be add-
ing millions of dollars to the $16 
million in lost wages and bonuses 
she is already suing for if she wins 
the her case.
BART Opposes Trade Mark 
Registration of New Craft Beer 
Called B.A.R.T.
A new trademark application 
filed by Truckee’s FiftyFifty Brew-
ing is being opposed by Bay Area 
Rapid Transit (BART). The craft
beer company filed to patent a name
for a new beer with the acronym
B.A.R.T which stands for “Barrel
Aged Really Tasty.” Truckee’s web-
site states that it is “a rare one-off
beer blended on the brewers whim. 
The most recent iteration contains
a delicious blend of Totality Impe-
rial Stout, Donner Party Porter, and
our Summit Barleywine, aged in 
Oak Bourbon Barrels for 180 days.”
In response to the application, 
BART has filed a Notice of Opposi-
tion to the United States Patent and
Trademark Office claiming that
registration of the new trademark
would damage the integrity of
BART’s name. The company notes 
that any agency utilizing BART’s 
trademark, whether they are within
the transit business or not, cannot 
be using its name for commercial 
purposes. However, FiftyFifty
owner and CEO Andy Barr states 
that the acronym was not created
with the intention of referencing 
BART. Rather, the name referenced 
the owner’s dog who was named 
Bart and who was the unofficial 
mascot of the brewery, though he 
is now deceased.
structing a new facility in Ferrog-
giaro Quad that would run parallel to 
the Intercultural Center and Mitty 
Hall. All three schemes also included 
the complete renovation of Cassin 
Student Union. If the largest scheme
was chosen, the finished project
would result in 11,835 square feet of
new exterior and interior space that
would hold meeting space, lounges,
sacred space, a convenience store, 
and student offices. The creation
of this facility not only addresses
pool and serves as a backup. 
   The orientation leader process 
shares some common aspects 
with the RA hiring process. Both 
require attendance of at least 
one info session, but the orienta-
tion leader process takes a little 
longer than the RA application 
process. When an orientation 
leader applicant receives an 
application, they are required 
to answer supplemental ques-
tions and have letters of recom-
mendation. The Office of New 
Student and Family Programs 
reviews all of the applications. 
The students are then invited to 
a group interview, which is used 
to see how well each individual 
works with others and how well 
they are able to think on their 
feet. Applicant Kimberly Pas-
chal explained that potential 
orientation leaders need to be 
“energetic, very invested in the 
school, open-minded and willing 
to accept all different kinds of 
people, and have an understand-
ing of the school’s core principles 
and implement these principles 
in different scenarios.” The ap-
plicants that make it past the 
group interviews are then invit-
ed to attend an individual panel 
interview. This interview is with 
orientation leader coordinators 
of the New Student and Fam-
ily Programs Office. The inter-
viewers asked questions about 
being an orientation leader and 
questions about the applicant 
themselves. Candidates will hear 
whether or not the orientation 
leader job is theirs on April 10.
LEADERSHIP: RA process explained
contInuED fRom PAgE 1
a major student need, but it is also
intrinsically in line with the Presi-
dent’s Strategic Plan, especially Goal
2, which emphasizes Saint Mary’s as
a destination and 24/7 campus.
This April, Amaury Avalos, the VP 
for Student Organizations, and I will
make a formal recommendation to
the Campus Facilities Committee in 
order to designate a Student Activity 
Center as a Phase One project. This 
means the project would be a prior-
ity for the college and it would be 
included on the Campus Master Plan
which is submitted and approved
by the Town of Moraga. Hopefully
through these efforts this project 
can bebrought tothe forefront ofour 
college’s focus. Please let me know 
if you want to learn more about the
conceptual study. I would love to 
hear your feedback!




Graphic that shows one of the proposed concept designs that aims to provide another place for 
students to gather. (courtesy of Associated students)
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Baseball deserves attention Remixing Beyoncé isn’t ok
Shot clock should stay at 35 Problems with gym culture
Stop dividing California A cautionary note to puffers
Money over humanity: Bay Area gentrification out of control
Dolce & Gabbana’s controversial IVF statement
It seems that we could start print-ing a “Netanyahu Scandal of the 
Week.” Just days after speaking to 
members of U.S. Congress, which 
was planned without consultation 
of the White House, Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
stated that Palestine would never 
become its own state while he was 
in charge. This radical statement 
led most election speculators to 
believe that Netanyahu’s reign 
had come to an end. However, 
this political suicide resulted in 
an unbelievable resurrection, as 
Netanyahu beat out the popular 
opinion to win his re-election. The 
main question now is: what will 
happen to Israel?
Despite his victory, Netanyahu’s 
rejection of a two-state plan is 
sure to have ruffled some feathers. 
And, in fact, it directly contradicts 
his speech in 2009 at Bar Ilan 
University in which he proposed 
a demilitarized Palestinian state 
peacefully existing alongside a 
Jewish state. How Netanyahu can 
make these contradictory claims 
and still have the support of Israeli 
people, I’ll never understand. The 
problem with his new one-state 
solution is that it will almost defi-
nitely result in the silencing of Pal-
estinian voices. There can never 
be true democracy in Israel with 
a one-state model. By stripping 
Palestinians of the hope of gaining 
any political freedom, these voices 
will instead resurface in a violent 
manner. His attempted suppres-
sion of the Palestinian people is go-
ing to spiral out of control, leading 
to riots, protests, and even more 
violence on the already turbulent 
terrain of Israel. As Palestinians 
fight for voting rights, arguably the 
most important thing they can do 
to gain any ground in Israel, they 
will certainly fight to the death. 
The other thing Netanyahu will 
sacrifice is worldwide support. He 
has essentially painted Palestin-
ians as an oppressed people — the 
underdog — only serving to drive 
outsiders to support them in their 
struggle against the overpowering 
Israeli regime. By isolating himself 
from both international support 
and that of at least a third of his 
people, Netanyahu will likely lose 
more and more advocates of his 
plan. The Palestinian population 
in Israel continues to grow, and 
Netanyahu is asking for big trouble 
by stirring the political pot as he 
has. 
Only time will tell where Netan-
yahu’s erratic behavior and rash 
decisions will take Israel next, 
but if he continues on this trajec-
tory, Israeli-Palestinian conflict 
will continue to be a hot topic in 
the news. We can only hope that 
Netanyahu performed this stunt 
simply to gain radical groups’ votes 
as a last-ditch effort to win, and 
that he will subsequently change 
his mind about his strict one-state 
system now that he has been able 
to stay in power. If not, Israel is 
looking at some seriously unstable 
times ahead, and foreign leaders 
will have to decide if intervention 
will be necessary.
Dolce & Gabbana have made a serious comeback. No, re-
ally. It’s not because of their Fall 
2015 fashion line, but because of 
their bold words. “You are born 
to a mother and a father. Or at 
least that’s how it should be. I call 
children of chemistry synthetic 
children. Rented wombs, semen 
chosen from a catalog,” Mr. Dolce 
stated in an interview with the Ital-
ian magazine “Panorama.” 
That’s quite the choice of words 
for a statement that will defi-
nitely stir up a pot of emotions in 
celebrity culture. And of course, 
the celebrity scene blew up. For 
example, Elton John and his hus-
band David Furnish, who have two 
sons both conceived through in 
vitro fertilization with a surrogate 
mother, called for a Dolce & Gab-
bana product boycott. 
The statement made by the 
two fashion icons may strike you 
as ironic and confusing at first, 
considering that both are gay men 
— one of whom is in a romantic 
relationship. However, let’s step 
back and look at the bigger pic-
ture. The same way some refuse 
to accept that others are born gay, 
people can have their own opinions 
about other subject matters as 
well. It is a tough scale to balance 
between completely agreeing and 
disagreeing with Dolce & Gabbana. 
Supporting freedom of speech is 
important, but it is a little disheart-
ening to realize that they blatantly 
insulted the hopes of both straight 
and gay individuals who are eager 
to become parents through this 
method of conception. 
Society as a whole becomes 
comfortable with the types of tra-
ditions and customs of the major-
ity. When a different way of doing 
things is introduced, such as vitro 
fertilization through a surrogate 
mother, people will have all kinds 
of opinions — especially those who 
identify with a certain religion. I do 
not believe any of these opinions 
should be negated, as long as the 
speaker genuinely believes in their 
stance. However, Dolce & Gab-
bana’s commentary was a critique 
of an important life decision of gay 
and straight couples alike, which 
undoubtedly sparked outrage and 
hurt. If the fashion designers are 
not being affected by the situation, 
why do they care enough to make a 
comment that will trigger scandal? 
D&G have been experiencing a sur-
plus of publicity for a long time, so 
the best thing for Elton John to do 
would have been to discretely ig-
nore their commentary and never 
buy another Dolce & Gabbana 
item again. You don’t see Dolce & 
Gabbana openly boycotting Elton 
John’s music because of his per-
sonal decisions. It is ludicrous to 
involve business in something so 
personal. 
After two days of drama, the 
designers’ response was that every-
one has their own opinions about 
hot topics and that their intentions 
were never to hurt anyone’s feel-
ings. They support gay issues but 
believe it is ridiculous for people 
to boycott their fashion house 
because of their freedom of expres-
sion. However, they should have 
thought about the possible conse-
quences of sharing their opinions 
about such a sensitive subject. The 
truth is, it is impossible to please 
everybody. However, everyone will 
eventually talk; so let them talk and 
carry on, the same way Domenico 
Dolce and Stefano Gabbana did.    
A decline in popularity of Major League Baseball is bad for America. It is happening, and it kills me. The collective loss of awareness 
about and interest in the sport is a loss of awareness and interest in 
American culture and politics. The Yankees post-season was the main 
outlet of happiness for New York City after 9/11.  America’s profes-
sional sports’ color barrier was broken by a baseball player — Jackie 
Robinson. Whether the President leans right or left, he has always 
thrown out the first pitch on Opening Day. Baseball is essential to 
America’s story and would be devastating to lose in its progression 
forward.    
This year’s National Invitational Tournament (NIT) will implement an experimental rule, changing the shot clock from 35 seconds to 
just 30 seconds. This is a rule in progress put forth by the NCAA and, if 
approved, will apply to all men’s NCAA games. Sure, it speeds the game 
up, but it makes the action go by too quickly. I want to savor the game. 
The NCAA Tournament began March 19 with a pair of shocking upsets 
on the very first day. People love watching and experiencing the upsets, 
so why speed up the Madness? Just let it be.  
Yes, I see you in your Lululemon leggings and full face of makeup walking from machine to machine, only exercising for about five 
minutes on each to make sure you don’t get too sweaty. Your furtive 
glances towards the boys lifting weights aren’t missed. Here’s the prob-
lem: you’re raising the standards for everyone else in the gym. I don’t 
go to the gym to look cute; I go to work out. Stop making the rest of us 
feel out of place in our t-shirts and faded Target yoga pants. I’m sure 
you can find a better place to look good and attract boys. 
My appreciation for Beyoncé and Jay Z knows no bounds. So imagine my excitement when “Crazy in Love” came on the 
radio during my drive home from work the other day. My mood 
was instantly lifted from “naptime” to “‘Single Ladies’ backup 
dancer.” However, my car concert was interrupted when misplaced 
guitar riffs started playing in the background of Jay Z’s verse. Next 
thing I know, the DJ made a godless transition into Taylor Swift’s 
“Shake It Off.” Naturally, I screamed some expletives and turned 
the entire stereo off. I will not tune my radio to that irreverent 
station ever again.
I’m going to be honest here: the rivalry between Southern California and Northern California only matters to NorCal people. If I was vis-
iting home and told someone that I go to school in the Bay Area, they 
would probably say something like “chill, dude” or “SF is so sick” and 
that would be the end of it. But when I mention I’m from San Diego in 
NorCal, it’s suddenly an invitation for people to purposefully interject 
“hella” into a conversation multiple times, tease me for saying “the” 
before a freeway (ie. the 5), or give me their condolences for having such 
a bad baseball team. Yes, I will accept your apologies for the Padres; I’m 
sorry, too. However, is there any reason to divide an awesome state over 
pronoun use and regional slang? In the end, we all live in an awesome 
state that has beautiful scenery, unique cities, and (generally) good 
sports teams. So chill guys, at least this isn’t South Dakota.
 Courtesy of The huffington post
The recent and rapidly increasing prevalence of the Golden State 
Warriors, the San Francisco 49ers, 
and the Silicon Valley technological 
industry on regional, national, and 
cultural levels has brought unprec-
edented wealth and international 
fame to the San Francisco Bay Area. 
While these economic develop-
ments are superficially positive 
to the area as a whole, the curious 
individual must ask: are the benefits 
of these advancements meant to be 
experienced by everyone?  
With public development proj-
ects such as the construction of 
new luxury apartment housing in 
the San Francisco Mission District, 
the relocation of San Francisco 
homeless persons through project 
“Clean-Up-the-Plaza,” and a large 
influx of expensive restaurants to 
the area, it seems as though there 
is a conscious governmental effort 
to extend the commercial value of 
San Francisco to the highest pos-
sible level. Although these changes 
may be beneficial to the visiting 
tourist or the affluent Bay Area oc-
cupant, what does it mean for the 
middle to low class native  residents 
who originally defined the spirit of 
the region? What effect does the 
meteoric rise of living costs within 
the Bay Area have on those who 
must subsist on less-than-opulent 
salaries? The answer is market 
sanctioned social exile, a process 
otherwise known as gentrification. 
Gentrification can be understood 
as the physical and social renova-
tion of “low class” neighborhoods, 
typically for the purpose of increas-
ing property value over time. In oth-
er words, the poorest populations of 
desirable areas are virtually forced 
out of their homes so the area can be 
repackaged to consumers through a 
higher-class image at a higher value. 
The previously described cultural 
developments combined with the 
mainstream popularity of Bay 
Area fads and the increased preva-
lence of San Francisco in American 
cinema have inflated demand for 
Bay Area property. This increased 
demand has effectively magnified 
renting and leasing costs to a level 
where property owners within the 
city cannot profit from the lower 
housing costs offered to long-time 
residents of the Bay Area. 
The solutions have been for prop-
erty owners to drastically raise their 
rent prices on relatively short notice 
and to disperse “no-fault eviction 
notices” in an effort to quickly 
remove undesirable occupants 
from an area. Within the Bay Area, 
processes of gentrification have the 
largest effect on traditionally lower 
socioeconomic class areas like the 
Mission District and the Fillmore 
that have been labeled as “hip” and 
are desired for their currently de-
stigmatized atmosphere.
While not necessarily inten-
tional, gentrification within the 
Bay Area has adopted an insidiously 
ethnic tone. Claims have been made 
that the Hispanic neighborhoods 
of the Mission District are being 
socially cleansed for use by wealthy 
white Bay Area immigrants of the 
tech industry wave. While it is visu-
ally apparent that ethnic minorities 
are the populations most directly 
affected by Bay Area gentrifica-
tion, it cannot be assumed that the 
gentrification process is one that 
targets individuals based specifi-
cally on their ethnicity. Although 
wealth in the United States is of-
ten attributed to whiteness, large 
Chinese and Indian populations 
can be legitimately associated with 
the Silicon Valley tech industry. 
Therefore, we must view Bay Area 
gentrification through a classist 
lens to avoid falling into the ideo-
logical race-war archetype. Doing 
so would detract attention from the 
fact that gentrification is, at its core, 
an economic issue with feelings and 
assumptions relating to ethnicity 
mixed in, thereby complicating the 
prospect of its ultimate solution.
In the end we, as Bay Area resi-
dents, must ask ourselves: what is 
the price of progress?  Are we willing 
to trade human livelihood for the 
benefits of an increased regional 
reputation?  Alas, the answer to 
such questions can only be deter-
mined on an individual level, but 
one can still hope that society will 
select empathy over indulgence.             
When I was eight, I wanted to be a trainer of Shamu at Sea-
World. I remember enviously watch-
ing the lucky few who swam with the 
huge orcas while cheesy ‘90s synth-
pop music blasted from the speakers 
and the auditorium’s screen flashed 
“Believe!” I started telling people 
that I wanted to be a whale biolo-
gist, stalked libraries for books, and 
listened to recordings of whale calls 
on my cassette player. 
But birthdays came and went, 
and my interests evolved. I started 
telling people that I was going to be 
a teacher, I joined environmental 
clubs  and became a vegetarian. 
When I went back to SeaWorld 
years later, I watched the Shamu 
show that I had once loved. One orca 
was not cooperating, so two train-
ers tempted it back to its enclosure 
with buckets of fish while the other 
trainers carried on the lame plot-
line of the show. I watched parents 
fiddle with their phones while their 
frozen lemonades melted and their 
kids demanded to know why Shamu 
wasn’t splashing the crowd. It was 
disturbing. 
Later, I rode the Sky Tower to the 
top and looked at the orcas in their 
isolated, tiny enclosures and real-
ized that maybe SeaWorld wasn’t 
what I thought. And then “Black-
fish” came out.
In 2014, SeaWorld experienced 
a 4.2 percent decline in attendance 
and a loss of $25.4 million in revenue 
due to 1 million fewer people visiting 
their theme parks. This significant 
drop in interest and rise in criticism 
is largely due to the film “Black-
fish,” which is an indictment of 
SeaWorld’s safety practices, inces-
tuous breeding program, and their 
mistreatment of animals. 
While factual, what is also true 
is that California is experiencing a 
historic high for sea lion strandings 
and deaths due to changes in the 
Pacific Ocean that have weakened 
the food base for marine mam-
mals. In the past month, SeaWorld 
has rescued 487 sea lions—mainly 
pups —for rehabilitation in two 
supplementary pools that Sea 
World recently constructed for this 
purpose in San Diego. The park also 
ceased its sea lion and otter show 
to devote more staff to caring for 
the pups.
But wait a second, you say, Sea-
World is supposed to be evil. PETA 
and your Facebook keyboard war-
rior friends would like you to be-
lieve that the company should be 
shut down, and a part of me wants to 
agree. The fact is that whales should 
not be in tiny tanks. Whales, or any 
animal, should not be forced to per-
form tricks for treats, and mothers 
should not be separated from their 
calves. Yet SeaWorld does provide 
a service for animals and marine 
biology through the rescue and 
rehabilitation of sea lions, dolphins, 
whales, and sea birds encourages 
children to learn about sea animals.
SeaWorld is a lot like your aver-
age zoo. They  tend to  their ani-
mals. They rescue endangered 
animals that are no longer safe in 
human-dominated habitats. They 
(usually) treat their animals well. 
But in the end, these animals are 
in cages mainly for our entertain-
ment. Should we then boycott zoos, 
too? What about aquariums? How 
do giraffes in their Serengeti-in-
miniature enclosures at the zoo feel 
with some five year old screaming at 
them and tourists rapidly snapping 
flash pictures?
If we really want to condemn an 
organization and boycott it to bank-
ruptcy, maybe we should turn our 
attention to horse racing. Its only 
purpose is for gambling and giv-
ing people an opportunity to wear 
ridiculously large hats. There is no 
education or conservation in horse 
racing, and recent statistics show 
that 1000’s of racehorses die each 
year. At least SeaWorld, zoos, and 
other animal parks try to educate 
visitors about endangered species 
or facilitate programs that help 
animals in the wild.  Racing uses 
and discards horses like paper cups. 
Simply, I don’t think SeaWorld 
is entirely morally corrupt. I do 
think they made a huge mistake in 
trying to compete with theme parks 
like Disneyland by installing rides 
and adventurous shows to entice 
visitors, ignoring their original 
purpose of marine education and 
conservation. It’s unfortunate that 
SeaWorld sunk into a hole of sen-
sationalism  because  now  their 
conservation work is suffering due 
to lost funds from public backlash. 
Animals are not on this planet for 
our entertainment; SeaWorld may 
have lost its way, but isn’t it the path 
that we laid for it?
Letter to the Editor
In California, we are responding 
out of fear to the recent measles 
cases by introducing legislation that 
removes all philosophical and reli-
gious exemptions from vaccinations. 
We have seen throughout history 
that in times of fear we easily give up 
our rights. Let’s not make that same 
mistake again. SB 277 needs to be 
OPPOSED.
In Breusewitz v. Wyeth LLC, 
the Supreme Court declared vac-
cinations to be “unavoidably un-
safe products” and thus released 
manufacturers from all liability for 
their products. If we implement 
forced vaccination, where is the fis-
cal incentive for manufacturers to 
create the safest and most effective 
product? Combine this with the 
fact that Merck, the manufacturer 
of the MMR vaccine, is currently in 
a lawsuit for allegedly “falsifying data 
on the effectiveness of the vaccine, 
abandoning undesirable test results, 
and falsely certifying the accuracy 
of applications filed with the FDA” 
and it becomes quite clear that the 
way to improve public health is not 
to use coercive force but  instead to 
improve vaccine efficacy and manu-
facturer transparency.
Not to mention that President 
Obama has granted Federal Whis-
tleblower status to a CDC vaccine 
safety doctor who alleges that he was 
pressured by his superiors to alter 
undesirable test results in his study 
on vaccine ingredient Thimerosal. 
Additionally, religious rights are 
threatened by this mandate. For 
example, the CDC lists the MMR 
vaccine as containing human diploid 
fibroblasts, or aborted fetuses. There 
are other ways to deal with improv-
ing public health than stripping away 
citizen’s rights and forcing a medical 
procedure, especially when that 
decision is made in haste and fear 
and will set a stark precedent for 
governmental control of our medical 
decisions.
Lauren Hull ‘16
You’ve probably seen a puffer somewhere. No, not the chain smokers or the people who get their car stolen while warming 
them up in colder climates. These are the people who are in such 
a rush that they must return to their car in the parking lot imme-
diately and turn on the ignition, only to peruse their smartphone 
for the latest iMessages, Instagrams, Snapchats, and Meercats that 
they missed while they were in the premium olive oil store in La-
fayette. After about ten minutes, they will put the Prius in reverse 
as if they just got in the car without such a thought as to look in the 
rear view mirror again. Puffers aren’t just a traffic hazard or a CO2 
contributor — they’re a public nuisance. So before you turn that 
key, look at those iMessages, Instagrams, Snapchats, and Meercats 
before you ruin our environment and our days.
The Collegian’s letter policy:
letters to the editor may be emailed to 
staff@stmaryscollegian.com for the print 
version of The Collegian. please sign your 
letter with your full name and, if applicable, 
your year in school and/or title.  
anonymous letters are rarely published.
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Money over humanity: Bay Area gentrification out of control
Dolce & Gabbana’s controversial IVF statement
It seems that we could start print-ing a “Netanyahu Scandal of the 
Week.” Just days after speaking to 
members of U.S. Congress, which 
was planned without consultation 
of the White House, Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
stated that Palestine would never 
become its own state while he was 
in charge. This radical statement 
led most election speculators to 
believe that Netanyahu’s reign 
had come to an end. However, 
this political suicide resulted in 
an unbelievable resurrection, as 
Netanyahu beat out the popular 
opinion to win his re-election. The 
main question now is: what will 
happen to Israel?
Despite his victory, Netanyahu’s 
rejection of a two-state plan is 
sure to have ruffled some feathers. 
And, in fact, it directly contradicts 
his speech in 2009 at Bar Ilan 
University in which he proposed 
a demilitarized Palestinian state 
peacefully existing alongside a 
Jewish state. How Netanyahu can 
make these contradictory claims 
and still have the support of Israeli 
people, I’ll never understand. The 
problem with his new one-state 
solution is that it will almost defi-
nitely result in the silencing of Pal-
estinian voices. There can never 
be true democracy in Israel with 
a one-state model. By stripping 
Palestinians of the hope of gaining 
any political freedom, these voices 
will instead resurface in a violent 
manner. His attempted suppres-
sion of the Palestinian people is go-
ing to spiral out of control, leading 
to riots, protests, and even more 
violence on the already turbulent 
terrain of Israel. As Palestinians 
fight for voting rights, arguably the 
most important thing they can do 
to gain any ground in Israel, they 
will certainly fight to the death. 
The other thing Netanyahu will 
sacrifice is worldwide support. He 
has essentially painted Palestin-
ians as an oppressed people — the 
underdog — only serving to drive 
outsiders to support them in their 
struggle against the overpowering 
Israeli regime. By isolating himself 
from both international support 
and that of at least a third of his 
people, Netanyahu will likely lose 
more and more advocates of his 
plan. The Palestinian population 
in Israel continues to grow, and 
Netanyahu is asking for big trouble 
by stirring the political pot as he 
has. 
Only time will tell where Netan-
yahu’s erratic behavior and rash 
decisions will take Israel next, 
but if he continues on this trajec-
tory, Israeli-Palestinian conflict 
will continue to be a hot topic in 
the news. We can only hope that 
Netanyahu performed this stunt 
simply to gain radical groups’ votes 
as a last-ditch effort to win, and 
that he will subsequently change 
his mind about his strict one-state 
system now that he has been able 
to stay in power. If not, Israel is 
looking at some seriously unstable 
times ahead, and foreign leaders 
will have to decide if intervention 
will be necessary.
Dolce & Gabbana have made a serious comeback. No, re-
ally. It’s not because of their Fall 
2015 fashion line, but because of 
their bold words. “You are born 
to a mother and a father. Or at 
least that’s how it should be. I call 
children of chemistry synthetic 
children. Rented wombs, semen 
chosen from a catalog,” Mr. Dolce 
stated in an interview with the Ital-
ian magazine “Panorama.” 
That’s quite the choice of words 
for a statement that will defi-
nitely stir up a pot of emotions in 
celebrity culture. And of course, 
the celebrity scene blew up. For 
example, Elton John and his hus-
band David Furnish, who have two 
sons both conceived through in 
vitro fertilization with a surrogate 
mother, called for a Dolce & Gab-
bana product boycott. 
The statement made by the 
two fashion icons may strike you 
as ironic and confusing at first, 
considering that both are gay men 
— one of whom is in a romantic 
relationship. However, let’s step 
back and look at the bigger pic-
ture. The same way some refuse 
to accept that others are born gay, 
people can have their own opinions 
about other subject matters as 
well. It is a tough scale to balance 
between completely agreeing and 
disagreeing with Dolce & Gabbana. 
Supporting freedom of speech is 
important, but it is a little disheart-
ening to realize that they blatantly 
insulted the hopes of both straight 
and gay individuals who are eager 
to become parents through this 
method of conception. 
Society as a whole becomes 
comfortable with the types of tra-
ditions and customs of the major-
ity. When a different way of doing 
things is introduced, such as vitro 
fertilization through a surrogate 
mother, people will have all kinds 
of opinions — especially those who 
identify with a certain religion. I do 
not believe any of these opinions 
should be negated, as long as the 
speaker genuinely believes in their 
stance. However, Dolce & Gab-
bana’s commentary was a critique 
of an important life decision of gay 
and straight couples alike, which 
undoubtedly sparked outrage and 
hurt. If the fashion designers are 
not being affected by the situation, 
why do they care enough to make a 
comment that will trigger scandal? 
D&G have been experiencing a sur-
plus of publicity for a long time, so 
the best thing for Elton John to do 
would have been to discretely ig-
nore their commentary and never 
buy another Dolce & Gabbana 
item again. You don’t see Dolce & 
Gabbana openly boycotting Elton 
John’s music because of his per-
sonal decisions. It is ludicrous to 
involve business in something so 
personal. 
After two days of drama, the 
designers’ response was that every-
one has their own opinions about 
hot topics and that their intentions 
were never to hurt anyone’s feel-
ings. They support gay issues but 
believe it is ridiculous for people 
to boycott their fashion house 
because of their freedom of expres-
sion. However, they should have 
thought about the possible conse-
quences of sharing their opinions 
about such a sensitive subject. The 
truth is, it is impossible to please 
everybody. However, everyone will 
eventually talk; so let them talk and 
carry on, the same way Domenico 
Dolce and Stefano Gabbana did.    
A decline in popularity of Major League Baseball is bad for America. It is happening, and it kills me. The collective loss of awareness 
about and interest in the sport is a loss of awareness and interest in 
American culture and politics. The Yankees post-season was the main 
outlet of happiness for New York City after 9/11.  America’s profes-
sional sports’ color barrier was broken by a baseball player — Jackie 
Robinson. Whether the President leans right or left, he has always 
thrown out the first pitch on Opening Day. Baseball is essential to 
America’s story and would be devastating to lose in its progression 
forward.    
This year’s National Invitational Tournament (NIT) will implement an experimental rule, changing the shot clock from 35 seconds to 
just 30 seconds. This is a rule in progress put forth by the NCAA and, if 
approved, will apply to all men’s NCAA games. Sure, it speeds the game 
up, but it makes the action go by too quickly. I want to savor the game. 
The NCAA Tournament began March 19 with a pair of shocking upsets 
on the very first day. People love watching and experiencing the upsets, 
so why speed up the Madness? Just let it be.  
Yes, I see you in your Lululemon leggings and full face of makeup walking from machine to machine, only exercising for about five 
minutes on each to make sure you don’t get too sweaty. Your furtive 
glances towards the boys lifting weights aren’t missed. Here’s the prob-
lem: you’re raising the standards for everyone else in the gym. I don’t 
go to the gym to look cute; I go to work out. Stop making the rest of us 
feel out of place in our t-shirts and faded Target yoga pants. I’m sure 
you can find a better place to look good and attract boys. 
My appreciation for Beyoncé and Jay Z knows no bounds. So imagine my excitement when “Crazy in Love” came on the 
radio during my drive home from work the other day. My mood 
was instantly lifted from “naptime” to “‘Single Ladies’ backup 
dancer.” However, my car concert was interrupted when misplaced 
guitar riffs started playing in the background of Jay Z’s verse. Next 
thing I know, the DJ made a godless transition into Taylor Swift’s 
“Shake It Off.” Naturally, I screamed some expletives and turned 
the entire stereo off. I will not tune my radio to that irreverent 
station ever again.
I’m going to be honest here: the rivalry between Southern California and Northern California only matters to NorCal people. If I was vis-
iting home and told someone that I go to school in the Bay Area, they 
would probably say something like “chill, dude” or “SF is so sick” and 
that would be the end of it. But when I mention I’m from San Diego in 
NorCal, it’s suddenly an invitation for people to purposefully interject 
“hella” into a conversation multiple times, tease me for saying “the” 
before a freeway (ie. the 5), or give me their condolences for having such 
a bad baseball team. Yes, I will accept your apologies for the Padres; I’m 
sorry, too. However, is there any reason to divide an awesome state over 
pronoun use and regional slang? In the end, we all live in an awesome 
state that has beautiful scenery, unique cities, and (generally) good 
sports teams. So chill guys, at least this isn’t South Dakota.
 Courtesy of The huffington post
The recent and rapidly increasing prevalence of the Golden State 
Warriors, the San Francisco 49ers, 
and the Silicon Valley technological 
industry on regional, national, and 
cultural levels has brought unprec-
edented wealth and international 
fame to the San Francisco Bay Area. 
While these economic develop-
ments are superficially positive 
to the area as a whole, the curious 
individual must ask: are the benefits 
of these advancements meant to be 
experienced by everyone?  
With public development proj-
ects such as the construction of 
new luxury apartment housing in 
the San Francisco Mission District, 
the relocation of San Francisco 
homeless persons through project 
“Clean-Up-the-Plaza,” and a large 
influx of expensive restaurants to 
the area, it seems as though there 
is a conscious governmental effort 
to extend the commercial value of 
San Francisco to the highest pos-
sible level. Although these changes 
may be beneficial to the visiting 
tourist or the affluent Bay Area oc-
cupant, what does it mean for the 
middle to low class native  residents 
who originally defined the spirit of 
the region? What effect does the 
meteoric rise of living costs within 
the Bay Area have on those who 
must subsist on less-than-opulent 
salaries? The answer is market 
sanctioned social exile, a process 
otherwise known as gentrification. 
Gentrification can be understood 
as the physical and social renova-
tion of “low class” neighborhoods, 
typically for the purpose of increas-
ing property value over time. In oth-
er words, the poorest populations of 
desirable areas are virtually forced 
out of their homes so the area can be 
repackaged to consumers through a 
higher-class image at a higher value. 
The previously described cultural 
developments combined with the 
mainstream popularity of Bay 
Area fads and the increased preva-
lence of San Francisco in American 
cinema have inflated demand for 
Bay Area property. This increased 
demand has effectively magnified 
renting and leasing costs to a level 
where property owners within the 
city cannot profit from the lower 
housing costs offered to long-time 
residents of the Bay Area. 
The solutions have been for prop-
erty owners to drastically raise their 
rent prices on relatively short notice 
and to disperse “no-fault eviction 
notices” in an effort to quickly 
remove undesirable occupants 
from an area. Within the Bay Area, 
processes of gentrification have the 
largest effect on traditionally lower 
socioeconomic class areas like the 
Mission District and the Fillmore 
that have been labeled as “hip” and 
are desired for their currently de-
stigmatized atmosphere.
While not necessarily inten-
tional, gentrification within the 
Bay Area has adopted an insidiously 
ethnic tone. Claims have been made 
that the Hispanic neighborhoods 
of the Mission District are being 
socially cleansed for use by wealthy 
white Bay Area immigrants of the 
tech industry wave. While it is visu-
ally apparent that ethnic minorities 
are the populations most directly 
affected by Bay Area gentrifica-
tion, it cannot be assumed that the 
gentrification process is one that 
targets individuals based specifi-
cally on their ethnicity. Although 
wealth in the United States is of-
ten attributed to whiteness, large 
Chinese and Indian populations 
can be legitimately associated with 
the Silicon Valley tech industry. 
Therefore, we must view Bay Area 
gentrification through a classist 
lens to avoid falling into the ideo-
logical race-war archetype. Doing 
so would detract attention from the 
fact that gentrification is, at its core, 
an economic issue with feelings and 
assumptions relating to ethnicity 
mixed in, thereby complicating the 
prospect of its ultimate solution.
In the end we, as Bay Area resi-
dents, must ask ourselves: what is 
the price of progress?  Are we willing 
to trade human livelihood for the 
benefits of an increased regional 
reputation?  Alas, the answer to 
such questions can only be deter-
mined on an individual level, but 
one can still hope that society will 
select empathy over indulgence.             
When I was eight, I wanted to be a trainer of Shamu at Sea-
World. I remember enviously watch-
ing the lucky few who swam with the 
huge orcas while cheesy ‘90s synth-
pop music blasted from the speakers 
and the auditorium’s screen flashed 
“Believe!” I started telling people 
that I wanted to be a whale biolo-
gist, stalked libraries for books, and 
listened to recordings of whale calls 
on my cassette player. 
But birthdays came and went, 
and my interests evolved. I started 
telling people that I was going to be 
a teacher, I joined environmental 
clubs  and became a vegetarian. 
When I went back to SeaWorld 
years later, I watched the Shamu 
show that I had once loved. One orca 
was not cooperating, so two train-
ers tempted it back to its enclosure 
with buckets of fish while the other 
trainers carried on the lame plot-
line of the show. I watched parents 
fiddle with their phones while their 
frozen lemonades melted and their 
kids demanded to know why Shamu 
wasn’t splashing the crowd. It was 
disturbing. 
Later, I rode the Sky Tower to the 
top and looked at the orcas in their 
isolated, tiny enclosures and real-
ized that maybe SeaWorld wasn’t 
what I thought. And then “Black-
fish” came out.
In 2014, SeaWorld experienced 
a 4.2 percent decline in attendance 
and a loss of $25.4 million in revenue 
due to 1 million fewer people visiting 
their theme parks. This significant 
drop in interest and rise in criticism 
is largely due to the film “Black-
fish,” which is an indictment of 
SeaWorld’s safety practices, inces-
tuous breeding program, and their 
mistreatment of animals. 
While factual, what is also true 
is that California is experiencing a 
historic high for sea lion strandings 
and deaths due to changes in the 
Pacific Ocean that have weakened 
the food base for marine mam-
mals. In the past month, SeaWorld 
has rescued 487 sea lions—mainly 
pups —for rehabilitation in two 
supplementary pools that Sea 
World recently constructed for this 
purpose in San Diego. The park also 
ceased its sea lion and otter show 
to devote more staff to caring for 
the pups.
But wait a second, you say, Sea-
World is supposed to be evil. PETA 
and your Facebook keyboard war-
rior friends would like you to be-
lieve that the company should be 
shut down, and a part of me wants to 
agree. The fact is that whales should 
not be in tiny tanks. Whales, or any 
animal, should not be forced to per-
form tricks for treats, and mothers 
should not be separated from their 
calves. Yet SeaWorld does provide 
a service for animals and marine 
biology through the rescue and 
rehabilitation of sea lions, dolphins, 
whales, and sea birds encourages 
children to learn about sea animals.
SeaWorld is a lot like your aver-
age zoo. They  tend to  their ani-
mals. They rescue endangered 
animals that are no longer safe in 
human-dominated habitats. They 
(usually) treat their animals well. 
But in the end, these animals are 
in cages mainly for our entertain-
ment. Should we then boycott zoos, 
too? What about aquariums? How 
do giraffes in their Serengeti-in-
miniature enclosures at the zoo feel 
with some five year old screaming at 
them and tourists rapidly snapping 
flash pictures?
If we really want to condemn an 
organization and boycott it to bank-
ruptcy, maybe we should turn our 
attention to horse racing. Its only 
purpose is for gambling and giv-
ing people an opportunity to wear 
ridiculously large hats. There is no 
education or conservation in horse 
racing, and recent statistics show 
that 1000’s of racehorses die each 
year. At least SeaWorld, zoos, and 
other animal parks try to educate 
visitors about endangered species 
or facilitate programs that help 
animals in the wild.  Racing uses 
and discards horses like paper cups. 
Simply, I don’t think SeaWorld 
is entirely morally corrupt. I do 
think they made a huge mistake in 
trying to compete with theme parks 
like Disneyland by installing rides 
and adventurous shows to entice 
visitors, ignoring their original 
purpose of marine education and 
conservation. It’s unfortunate that 
SeaWorld sunk into a hole of sen-
sationalism  because  now  their 
conservation work is suffering due 
to lost funds from public backlash. 
Animals are not on this planet for 
our entertainment; SeaWorld may 
have lost its way, but isn’t it the path 
that we laid for it?
Letter to the Editor
In California, we are responding 
out of fear to the recent measles 
cases by introducing legislation that 
removes all philosophical and reli-
gious exemptions from vaccinations. 
We have seen throughout history 
that in times of fear we easily give up 
our rights. Let’s not make that same 
mistake again. SB 277 needs to be 
OPPOSED.
In Breusewitz v. Wyeth LLC, 
the Supreme Court declared vac-
cinations to be “unavoidably un-
safe products” and thus released 
manufacturers from all liability for 
their products. If we implement 
forced vaccination, where is the fis-
cal incentive for manufacturers to 
create the safest and most effective 
product? Combine this with the 
fact that Merck, the manufacturer 
of the MMR vaccine, is currently in 
a lawsuit for allegedly “falsifying data 
on the effectiveness of the vaccine, 
abandoning undesirable test results, 
and falsely certifying the accuracy 
of applications filed with the FDA” 
and it becomes quite clear that the 
way to improve public health is not 
to use coercive force but  instead to 
improve vaccine efficacy and manu-
facturer transparency.
Not to mention that President 
Obama has granted Federal Whis-
tleblower status to a CDC vaccine 
safety doctor who alleges that he was 
pressured by his superiors to alter 
undesirable test results in his study 
on vaccine ingredient Thimerosal. 
Additionally, religious rights are 
threatened by this mandate. For 
example, the CDC lists the MMR 
vaccine as containing human diploid 
fibroblasts, or aborted fetuses. There 
are other ways to deal with improv-
ing public health than stripping away 
citizen’s rights and forcing a medical 
procedure, especially when that 
decision is made in haste and fear 
and will set a stark precedent for 
governmental control of our medical 
decisions.
Lauren Hull ‘16
You’ve probably seen a puffer somewhere. No, not the chain smokers or the people who get their car stolen while warming 
them up in colder climates. These are the people who are in such 
a rush that they must return to their car in the parking lot imme-
diately and turn on the ignition, only to peruse their smartphone 
for the latest iMessages, Instagrams, Snapchats, and Meercats that 
they missed while they were in the premium olive oil store in La-
fayette. After about ten minutes, they will put the Prius in reverse 
as if they just got in the car without such a thought as to look in the 
rear view mirror again. Puffers aren’t just a traffic hazard or a CO2 
contributor — they’re a public nuisance. So before you turn that 
key, look at those iMessages, Instagrams, Snapchats, and Meercats 
before you ruin our environment and our days.
The Collegian’s letter policy:
letters to the editor may be emailed to 
staff@stmaryscollegian.com for the print 
version of The Collegian. please sign your 
letter with your full name and, if applicable, 
your year in school and/or title.  
anonymous letters are rarely published.
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Have you heard?
shannon and the Clams taking over east Bay
By JaCoB Turnrose
sTaff WriTer
Shannon and the Clams is 
an up and coming band from 
Oakland, consisting of Cody 
Blanchard on guitar, Shannon 
Shaw on bass, and Nate Ma-
han on drums. Shannon and 
the Clams started local, playing 
at strictly Oakland venues, but 
now they’ve suddenly stepped 
out of the underground scene 
and into the Indie music spot-
light. The band has been picked 
up by Hardly Art records who 
released their newest album, 
“Dreams in the Rat House.” 
Shannon and the Clams will 
be headlining two major up-
coming Indie music festivals, 
Burgerama 4 in Orange County 
and the Burger Boogaloo, here 
in Oakland.
Shannon and the Clams can 
attribute their considerable 
success to their utterly unique 
music style. It is impossible 
to pin the band down to one 
specific genre; simply put, no 
other sound is comparable to 
what Shannon and the Clams 
produces.
The band incorporates a mul-
titude of genres, including doo-
wop, surf, and garage pysch. 
They also claim ‘50s, oldies, and 
‘80s punk as influences for their 
music. While knowing these 
facts is a good starting point 
in understanding Shannon and 
the Clams, PunkNews.org gives 
a more complete description. 
A reviewer for the website de-
scribes their unique sound as 
“a prom band in 1964 getting 
dosed with acid and having the 
sweetest lovelorn freak out.” 
The band’s rhythm and Shan-
non’s clean backing vocals gives 
off the clean cut, “prom band” 
vibe, while Cody’s rasping and 
squealing vocals are what dose 
the band in acid. 
Even with such a description, 
it ’s  very hard to adequately 
describe a sound this eclectic 
in mere words. The best way to 
truly understand what Shannon 
and the Clams are all about is 
to see them live. As far as live 
music goes, Shannon and the 
Clams’ shows are exceptional. 
The band generously emits en-
ergy and the crowd gladly eats it 
up. You will find yourself chant-
ing the band’s catchy hooks and 
breaking out into dance moves 
never before concocted; Shan-
non and the Clams does not pro-
mote stillness. Unfortunately, 
you might also see your drink 
inadvertently smacked out of 
your hands by a mosher. 
If Shannon and the Clams 
seems like an intriguing choice 
for hearing some live music, and 
if you’re willing to get a little 
freaky, catch the band’s next 
East Bay show at the famous 924 
Gilman Street venue in Berkeley 
on April 5.
it is impossible to 
pin the band down to 
one specific genre; 
simply put, no other 
sound is comparable 
to what shannon and 
the Clams produces.
“Kingsman” breeds a new star in Taron Egerton
By Tori sTringer
opinion ediTor
A perfect blend of action and 
humor, “Kingsman: The Secret 
Service” is the new blockbuster 
you have to see. Picture a spy 
movie (think James Bond) and 
add in some Colin Firth looking 
dapper as can be in a tailored suit. 
Not to mention Taron Egerton, a 
young, relatively unknown Welsh 
actor who impressively steals the 
spotlight away from established 
actors like Michael Caine, Samuel 
L. Jackson, Mark Strong, and even 
Colin Firth.
I’ll be honest; in terms of great 
films, this movie is not one of them. 
With massive plot holes, cheesy 
and unbelievable special effects, 
and a horribly distracting lisp from 
Samuel L. Jackson’s character, 
this movie did leave quite a bit to 
be desired. However, “Kingsman” 
definitely does not set itself up 
to be taken seriously, and these 
deficiencies are eclipsed by the 
brilliant blending of “Shaun of the 
Dead’-esque humor and 007-type 
action. 
The premise of the movie is an 
underground spy agency called 
Kingsman (reminiscent of the 
Knights of the Round Table) seek-
ing a new member after the recent 
death of one of their established 
spies. They have their eyes on Egg-
sy (Taron Egerton), a hard-edged 
teen who lost his father as a young 
child to one of that very organiza-
tion’s missions, unbeknownst to 
him. He must fight his way to prove 
his worthiness with Harry Hart 
(Colin Firth) as his mentor. Jam-
packed with medieval references, 
action-heavy scenes, a cultur-
ally relevant plot, and aestheti-
cally pleasing cinematography, this 
movie is an enjoyable and fun take 
on the classic spy movie.
I have to talk more about Taron 
Egerton because as an unknown 
actor coming in to play the lead in 
a well-known director’s (Matthew 
Vaughn, best-known for “Kick-
Ass” and “X-Men: First Class”) 
latest film alongside an all-star 
cast, he is incredibly impressive. 
Throughout the movie, he flaw-
lessly portrays the transforma-
tion from a rough-and-tumble, 
emotionally troubled teen from a 
broken household to an attractive 
and skilled gentleman spy and 
hero. Not to mention he looks great 
in a suit and glasses. 
Another thing this movie does 
right is its portrayal of women. 
The main villain is given a fe-
male sidekick (arguably more of 
an actual villain than he is) who 
can fight impressively and isn’t 
dressed provocatively like most 
women in action films. Also, when 
recruits are brought in during the 
search for Kingsman’s new agent, 
women are included. One of these 
young women becomes a central 
character to the plot and a great, 
supportive friend to Eggsy. Their 
wonderfully platonic relationship 
defeats the trope that the guy has 
to get the girl at the end (although 
Eggsy does end up sleeping with a 
Scandinavian princess). 
Ultimately, if you love good-
looking men in suits or are a fan 
of James Bond and British humor, 
you will probably fall in love with 
this movie. It is definitely geared 
toward a specific type of audience, 
but I have no doubt that this movie 
will continue to gain a large fol-
lowing and become a cult classic 
in no time. 
Rising staR taRon EgERton steps up as a scrappy, yet dapper, gentleman spy in Matthew 
Vaughn’s new spy flick. (Courtesy of people Magazine)




This month’s free games for 
Playstation Plus members in-
cludes “ Valiant Hearts:  The 
Great War,” a side scrolling puz-
zle adventure game taking place 
during World War I. The most 
noticeable design choice of this 
game is its unique and gorgeous 
art style. For a subject matter so 
grim and horrific, it’s surprising 
to see a hand-drawn, comic book 
aesthetic. Characters’ features 
are exagg erated,  bombshell 
shadows are big, round indica-
tors on the ground, and everyone 
speaks in speech bubbles with 
nothing but simple symbols. 
My initial  worry was that 
the game would trivialize the 
war’s stakes and the millions 
of lost lives. But in practice, 
the style functions similarly to 
the “Maus” graphic novels. The 
cartoon style allows people to 
digest the heavy subject matter 
which might otherwise be too 
gruesome to bear had it been 
photorealistic. 
This aesthetic also makes it 
sensible for the gameplay to 
consist mostly of puzzles solved 
by collecting items and using 
them for whatever situation 
may come up. In one instance, 
you must order your dog com-
panion to crawl under gas fumes 
to retrieve a grenade in order 
to blow up a wall that a child is 
trapped behind. It follows the 
classic “Doom” formula of us-
ing the red keycard to open the 
red door and the blue keycard 
to open the blue door, but it’s 
not always obvious which item 
is used for what, how it must 
be used, or where to find the 
keycards to begin with. These 
puzzles aren’t difficult by any 
means, but that is in part due 
to the clear visual cues that 
manage to hint towards the 
solution without talking down 
the player’s intelligence. The 
few moments in which the game 
indicated an incredibly obvious 
solution were off-putting and 
frustrating, but not enough to 
make me stop playing. 
One of the most interesting 
parts of the game was discover-
ing new collectibles because you 
unlock the real world, histori-
cal background information of 
that item. For example after 
picking up a lost war medal, the 
game tells you about British war 
medals: how many were given, 
how many were found, what 
they looked like, and when they 
were issued. Thus, it managed to 
make history lessons interest-
ing, which is a new experience 
for me. 
Learning historical facts from 
WWI, however, can only be in-
teresting for so long. The game 
stretches to about 13 hours, 
which is too long for such a 
simple puzzle game. At the same 
time, the story’s ending is worth 
the long endeavor. The comic 
book style doesn’t take away 
from the emotional impact of 
its ending, which is given more 
weight from the fact that the en-
tire story was derived from real 
journal entries from the war, 
which you can read in-game.
“Valiant Hearts” is a simple 
puzzle adventure that handles 
a difficult subject matter well 
by taking full advantage of a 
hand-drawn cartoon art style. 
The puzzles aren’t difficult, but 
mixed with the well-executed 
history lessons, they ’re good 
enough to keep your interest 
through the entirety of  the 
lengthy and emotional story. 
Grade: B+
shannon and thE Clams plays a spectrum of genres that will inspire you to bop along to 




Tuesday vs. Brown 
(DH), 1:00 p.m.
Wednesday vs. UMKC 
(DH), 2:00 p.m.
Saint Mary’s continues 
their 12- game homestand 
with double headers against 
Brown and UMKC.
WOmeN’s LacrOsse
Thursday vs. Fresno 
State, 4:00 p.m.
Saturday @ Sacred 
Heart, 10:00 a.m.
Saint Mary’s couldn’t take 
down USC last week, but a 
trip to the East Coast may 
change the Gaels fortune. 
saNd vOLLeybaLL
Tuesday @ Pacific, 4:00 p.m.
Thursday @ USC, 4:30 p.m.
Thursday @ Cal State 
Bakersfield, 6:00 p.m.
Friday @ Long Beach 
State, 1:00 p.m.
Saturday @ UCLA, 11:00 a.m.
Sand volleyball takes on 
Pacific Tuesday afternoon 
then heads down to Southern 
California for four matches, 
highlighted by UCLA and USC.
meN’s TeNNIs
Saturday vs. Gonzaga, 
12:00 p.m.
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WOmeN’s sOfTbaLL
meN’s GOLf
Tuesday vs. Northwestern, 3:00 
p.m.
Wednesday vs. Northwestern, 
3:00 p.m.
Friday @ University of San Fran-
cisco, 3:00 p.m.
Saturday @ San Francisco, 3:00 
p.m.
Sunday @ San Francisco, 1:00 
p.m.
Saint Mary’s takes on North-
western in a two-game, midweek 
matchup and then moves on to 
play San Francisco, with the middle 
game taking place at AT&T Park.
Thursday @ The Goodwin - 
Day 1
Friday @ The Goodwin - Day 
2
Saturday @ The Goodwin - 
Day 3
WOmeN’s TeNNIs
Friday @ Portland, 11:00 a.m.
Saturday @ Gonzaga, 
11:00 a.m.
ruGby
Saturday @ Cal, 12:00 p.m.
Westbrook’s 
case for MVP
NCAA student-athletes should earn 
compensation
Women’s tennis beats No. 50, BYU
Last weekend, women’s tennis 
competed at home in their first 
two games of conference play 
against the BYU Cougars and Pa-
cific Tigers. Beginning on Friday, 
the Gaels took on the 50th ranked 
team in the nation, BYU, in a real 
nail biter. The Gaels started the 
match 0-1 after losing a close 
doubles point to the Cougars. 
But Saint Mary’s turned things 
around in singles play, with senior 
Catherine Leduc claiming the first 
singles win.
The Gaels continued their 
strong singles form with wins 
by freshman Kareena Manji and 
sophomore Parminder Kaur to 
bring Saint Mary’s to a 3-1 lead. 
The Cougars then fought back on 
courts 2 & 3, with sophomore Jana 
McCord and junior Jamie Pawid 
falling in a close 3 sets, making the 
score an even 3-3 with one singles 
match left on court 1. Senior Dani-
elle Flores came from behind to 
win a gritty 3 set victory to clinch 
the match for the Gaels at 4-3. It 
was a great win over a ranked team 
and a fantastic start to the week-
end and conference play.
The Gaels then backed up their 
strong performance with another 
strong outing the following day 
against the Pacific Tigers. They 
started strong by claiming wins 
on both doubles courts to go to a 
quick 1-0 lead. Saint Mary’s con-
tinued to exhibit their prowess 
in singles form with 5 out of the 6 
singles matches cruising to strong 
victories. The Gaels only dropped 
one point to the Tigers on court 
2, where McCord lost in a tight 3 
set battle. 
Overall, the weekend was a 
huge success and great beginning 
of conference play for the 45th 
ranked Gaels. The weekend set 
the tone for what they hope to be 
a great season of conference play. 
Saint Mary’s will now head to 
the Northwest to take on Portland 
and Gonzaga this weekend for 
more conference play. Hopefully, 
they will continue their unbeaten 
streak and establish themselves 
as a contender for the WCC title. 
By liz Searl
STaff WriTer
daNIeLLe fLOres clinched the victory against Byu friday afternoon. (Courtesy of SMC gaels)
Russell Westbrook has emerged as 
the light at the end of the tunnel for 
the Oklahoma City Thunder. With a 
season plagued with injuries by key 
Thunder players — Westbrook, him-
self, Kevin Durant, and now Serge 
Ibaka — Westbrook has pulled up his 
boot straps and dug the Thunder out 
of the trenches. With the historical 
numbers he is putting up, there is no 
reason why Westbrook should not 
receive the MVP title.
It seems like after Westbrook 
received the 2015 Kia All-Star Game 
MVP, with his famous words he 
asked himself “#WhyNot” play hard 
and put himself in the MVP race. In 
February, Westbrook was averag-
ing a triple-double. With his tenth 
triple-double this season on Sunday, 
March 22, Westbrook is the first 
player to record ten triple-doubles 
in a single season since Jason Kidd 
in the 2007-2008. In addition to his 
historic numbers, he has an average 
of 33.1 points, 10.6 rebounds and 
10.1 assists per game (Basketball 
Reference). However, what is most 
amazing about Westbrook’s histori-
cal numbers this year is that Kevin 
Durant has only played 27 games 
this season and Westbrook has kept 
the Thunder’s playoff hopes alive. 
With the now sidelined reigning 
MVP Kevin Durant, Westbrook has 
taken on a responsibility that no 
other player in the league has to. He 
has accounted for nearly 27 percent 
of the team points and 41 percent of 
their assists (International Business 
Times). 
Stephen Curry is a definite prob-
lem for Westbrook’s MVP award. 
What more can you say about Ste-
phen Curry? With an average of 
23.3 points, 7.9 assists and 2.1 steals 
per game, Stephen Curry has proved 
why he deserves the MVP title (NBA.
com). Despite some poor perfor-
mances in the recent week and 
lack of playing time, Curry is still in 
competition with James Harden, 
Russell Westbrook, Anthony Davis 
and Lebron James for the MVP title. 
However, with the regular season 
coming to a close and Warriors head 
coach Steve Kerr wanting to rest his 
star players for the playoffs, Curry 
sitting can allow fans to notice the 
efforts of other MVP candidates like 
Westbrook. With Stephen Curry, 
a loose grasp on the number eight 
seed in the West, the recent Durant 
injury report, and the Thunder 
having the possibility of not mak-
ing the playoffs, Russell Westbrook 
still has a chance at the MVP award. 
Although James Harden, LeBron 
James and Anthony Davis all are 
in contention for the MVP award, 
Westbrook’s work ethic, on-court 
presence and historical numbers 
should undoubtedly allow him to 
receive the MVP award.
In order to receive the coveted 
MVP title, Westbrook will need to 
show the world that the Thunder 
can still make the playoffs without 
Durant along with competing with 
the other top teams of the West: War-
riors, Grizzlies, Rockets, Trail Blaz-
ers, Clippers, Spurs, Mavericks, and 
Pelicans. If Westbrook continues to 
play the way he has in recent weeks, 
limits his turnovers, and pushes 
OKC to the playoffs, he should be a 





There has been ongoing specula-
tion about whether or not NCAA ath-
letes should be paid. The school can 
make money off these athletes, the 
NCAA surely can, but the athletes 
themselves, the ones who put on the 
show, do not get a single penny. This 
needs to change. 
“Last Week Tonight with John 
Oliver” covered this controversial 
topic last week. Oliver reported 
that March Madness now brings in 
over $1 billion in television revenue 
— more than the Super Bowl. This 
revenue comes from TV spots, media 
deals, and the many sponsorships 
involved — even the ladder used in 
the traditional cutting down of the 
championship net is “the official 
ladder of the NCAA.” This is not 
just basketball, though. Collegiate 
football bowl games are named 
after sponsors (Allstate Sugar Bowl, 
Hyundai Sun Bowl, etc.). The College 
World Series is played at TD Ameri-
trade Park. There is the Capital One 
Cup in which teams acquire points to 
determine the best athletic program 
in the country. Sponsorships are a 
huge part of college athletics. 
NCAA president Mark Emmert 
says of students that, “They’re not 
employees. They’re student ath-
letes.” The NCAA also insists that 
athletes cannot be paid because 
they are categorized as “amateurs” 
when they sign a form that says they 
comply with the 440-page Division 
1 student-athlete manual. Both of 
these points are true, but the prob-
lem is that not all athletes have the 
same background. 
There are cases where the NCAA 
has fined colleges and universities 
for helping a student-athlete in need. 
When Rick Majerus was the men’s 
basketball coach at the University of 
Utah, one of his players had just lost 
his mother. So, Coach Majerus took 
the player out to lunch and then put 
him on a plane for home. The NCAA 
said this was a violation because you 
cannot give an athlete something 
you cannot give another student. In 
a more recent example, Baylor Uni-
versity football player Silas Nacita 
was ruled ineligible due to accepting 
places to live. Nacita was homeless, 
living in friends’ apartments while 
attending school. Nacita’s teammate, 
Shawn Oakman, expressed his dis-
pleasure on Twitter, saying “Who is 
the NCAA to take someone’s dreams 
from them because they can’t afford 
to live.”
It seems as if the NCAA nabs 
the smallest of incidents and fines 
institutions to keep money for them-
selves. A few years back, a Uni-
versity of New Mexico basketball 
player was suspended for taking 
a $250 discount on a ballroom for 
his 21st birthday. UConn women’s 
basketball coach Geno Auriemma’s 
congratulatory phone call to Little 
League sensation Mo’ne Davis was 
also tabbed as a violation. 
For many athletes, sports is a way 
to escape hard times. Their family 
will be in financial trouble, and these 
schools just want to give these young 
men and women a chance to not only 
play collegiate sports, but to experi-
ence college and escape a rough life. 
Michael Oher was in foster care, then 
homeless on the streets of Memphis, 
Tennessee before the Tuohy family 
picked him up and took him in as one 
of their own. Oher went on to play 
football for Ole Miss and currently 
plays for the Carolina Panthers. 
Emmert also claims that paying 
student athletes takes away from 
the authenticity of collegiate sports. 
He says it’s “anything but a money-
making proposition for universities 
and colleges.” 
Well, Mark, it is about the money. 
Teams who have their games broad-
cast on TV get media exposure. 
People around the country become 
familiar with their schools. People 
become interested in their schools. 
High school juniors and seniors then 
want to apply to schools in the spot-
light, which brings in tuition money. 
There are many ways a college gets 
its name out there, but in this case, 
it all begins with the athletic depart-
ment. So, in the long run, it is about 
the money. 
Emmert also said, “The notion of 
converting a student to a paid em-
ployee…is something that is utterly 
antithetical to the whole principle 
of intercollegiate athletics…it com-
pletely changes the entire notion of 
what college sports is all about.” 
People who oppose the idea of 
athletes being paid may think that 
these young men and women will let 
the money go to their head; they may 
think these athletes will be socially 
higher than other students because 
of their “salaries.” This was the case 
in 1991, when five University of 
Michigan basketball players known 
as the Fab Five took benefits for 
playing for Michigan. As a result, all 
their wins were invalidated, includ-
ing their national championships.
It can be said that college athletes 
play for the love of the game, but they 
are also human beings; they need to 
provide for themselves, and in some 
cases, their families. They are stu-
dents, too. They have classes just like 
the rest of us. If they need money for 
tutoring or any support to help ease 
the tension of balancing sports and 
school, they deserve that compensa-
tion. They work hard to represent 
their schools. The least they could 
get is a little compensation for all 
the hard work and dedication that 




Gaels slide past Portland in series win, move to 15-8
sports
8 STMarySCollegian.CoM     •     go gaelS!
By daniel ConMy
SPorTS ediTor
davIs sTrONG slides into second base after getting the game-winning rBi in the 10th inning. (Courtesy of SMC gaels)
By TiM Choy
STaff WriTer
GarreTT JacksON scored 23 points in the first round niT loss to Vanderbilt.  Jackson is one of 
five starting seniors who will not be with the team next year. (Courtesy of SMC gaels)
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anthony Villa, 
davis Strong 
lead way in 
big victories
Gaels fall to Commodores in NIT, look towards next year
The 2014-15 season came to 
an end Wednesday night for 
the men’s basketball team as 
they were knocked out of the 
first round of the NIT, falling 
to the visiting Vanderbilt Com-
modores 75-64. Even with a 
solid start to the first half, a 23 
point performance from Gar-
ret Jackson, and a 12 point 13 
rebound performance from big 
man Brad Waldow, the Gaels 
could not overcome a continuous 
deficit and the inside presence of 
Vanderbilt’s Damian Jones, who 
finished with 21 points and seven 
rebounds for the night.  
“We didn’t play great, but we 
didn’t play bad,” Saint Mary’s 
Head Coach Randy Bennett said. 
“We turned it over too much in 
the first half and we didn’t shoot 
it well, but we played. We brought 
it. We just got beat by a team that 
was better than us tonight.”
The game was a bittersweet 
end to the career of Brad Waldow 
and many other players who 
saw their last game in uniform, 
including starters Kerry Carter, 
Garret Jackson, Aaron Bright, 
and Desmond Simmons. Waldow 
finished his illustrious career 
placing top five all-time in scor-
ing, rebounds, blocked shots, 
games played, and games started.
With the departure of five 
starters, it’s safe to say that the 
team will be significantly differ-
ent next year. Guard Joe Cole-
man will be the oldest player re-
turning next season; he will play 
alongside soon-to-be juniors 
guard Treaven Duffy and forward 
Dane Pineau, both of whom were 
notable contributors during the 
2014-15 season. The Gaels look to 
have redshirt freshman Emmett 
Naar and Jock Landale return 
as well.   
Naar, who averaged 6.3 points 
a game, shot a near 45 percent on 
threes and lead the team in as-
sists with almost four per game. 
He looks to have an increased 
load as the possible starting 
point guard next season. Aus-
sie big men Pineau and Landale 
also look to have more sizable 
roles, hoping to make up for the 
loss of Waldow. It should be an 
interesting battle as to who wins 
the starting forward and center 
spots, as both players have shown 
glimpses of productive ability in 
limited minutes. Pineau aver-
aged 3.8 points in 14 minutes per 
game, and Landale averaged 2.3 
points in 5 minutes per game. 
However, both shot over 50 
percent from the field, which is 
encouraging. That said, it would 
be somewhat of a challenge to 
match Waldow ’s production 
throughout the year (19 points 
and nine rebounds on 34 min-
utes per game). Perhaps we will 
see a starting situation in which 
Pineau and Landale are rotated 
in depending on matchups and 
game situations. 
The forward and guard spots 
next season will be equally in-
teresting to monitor. Though 
he only averaged 3 minutes per 
game, defensive stopper Treaven 
Duffy might be a strong can-
didate to start along side Naar 
next season. Redshirt freshman 
forward Calvin Hermanson is 
an underrated player to look out 
for. As a high school student, 
Hermanson was one of only three 
players in Oregon history to win 
player of the year on two separate 
occasions. In the 2014-15 season, 





utes in 25 games, while shooting 
a solid 48 percent from the field 
and 44 percent from three-point 
range. He came on strong at the 
end of the year with a career-
high 12 points in 12 minutes at 
Santa Clara and played a career-
high 28 minutes in the win over 
Northeastern, finishing with 
three points, three rebounds and 
three assists. 
A new name to look out for 
next year is guard Joe Rahon, 
who transferred to Saint Mary’s 
from Boston College. Starting in 
64 games over the past two sea-
sons, Rahon averaged 9.6 points, 
3.3 rebounds, and 3.5 assists per 
game at Boston College. In both 
seasons, he lead the team in as-
sists and was second in rebounds 
and steals. Rahon also ranked 
eighth in the Atlantic Coast 
Conference (ACC) in assist and 
turnover ratio during the 2014-
2015 season. 
Saint Mary’s took two out of three 
games against WCC foe, Portland, 
over the weekend. The first two 
games did not see the best of execu-
tion from the Gaels’ side, but they 
were able to get victories in the 
Saturday and Sunday games of the 
three game series.
Corbin Burnes got the ball rolling 
on Friday afternoon, but stumbled 
in one inning, which led to the 
Gaels’ downfall. Six straight hits 
gave the Pilots a 4-1 lead in the 
top of the fifth inning, which was 
capped off by a Turner Gill 2-RBI 
single. Saint Mary’s came roaring 
back scoring two in the bottom half 
of the inning on singles by Collin 
Ferguson and Logan Steinberg. The 
crux of the Saint Mary’s downfall 
in Friday’s game was leaving men 
on base. Saint Mary’s stranded 14 
runners on base throughout the 
game. The most evident instance 
happened when the Gaels could 
not get a runner across with nobody 
out and the bases loaded. Despite 
the lack of run production, the 
Gaels always had a chance to come 
through in the late innings of the 
game. Saturday’s afternoon affair 
continued the trend of close games 
for Saint Mary’s early in the WCC 
season.
Portland started Saturday with a 
boom solo home run from Turner 
Gill of the right center field fence. 
The Pilots quickly expanded their 
lead to five until Saint Mary’s came 
back with three innings of runs. 
Saint Mary’s cut the deficit to 5-2, 
but Portland fought back with 
three runs in the top of the seventh 
inning. The Gaels were down, but 
not out as Anthony Villa hit a grand 
slam in the bottom of the seventh 
inning to pull the Gaels to one run. 
Saint Mary’s was still by one in the 
ninth inning when Anthony Villa 
started off the inning with a shot 
down the left field line for a double. 
Villa was then replaced by pinch 
runner Brett Rasso, who quickly 
stole third base. On the next pitch, 
Anthony Gonsolin smacked a single 
into left field for the game tying RBI. 
The Gaels could not pull through in 
the bottom in the ninth, so extra in-
nings were played. Portland worked 
back in the top of the 10th inning 
to get runners on second and third 
with two outs. Then the pitcher, 
Anthony Gonsolin, balked in a run 
giving Portland a 10-9 lead. While 
it seemed like another victory was 
just out of the grasp of Saint Mary’s, 
magic happened in the bottom of 
the 10th. Matt Toscano led off with 
a walk and advanced to second on a 
stolen base. Then, Austin Piscotty 
put down a successful sacrifice bunt 
to move him over to third base. Col-
lin Ferguson singled to right field 
to tie the game. A couple batters 
later, Davis Strong was up with two 
outs and two runners on. The first 
pitching from Davis Tominaga was 
scorched into the left field corner 
for a walk-off double for the Gaels. 
The series was tied up as Saint 
Mary’s eyed the victory Sunday 
afternoon.
Saint Mary’s wasted no time get-
ting ahead in the first inning of the 
rubber game. Saint Mary’s scored 
three runs to break out a 3-0 lead 
before the Pilots could collectively 
catch their breath. The Gaels built 
up their lead to four runs before a 
solo home run from Geoffrey Lee 
put Portland on the board. That 
was the only blemish for starting 
pitcher, Johnny York, who threw 
six innings en route to his fourth 
win of the season. Freshmen Logan 
Steinberg and Zach Kirtley both 
had impressive afternoons in the 
box. Both recorded one double and 
an RBI.
Saint Mary’s moves to 4-2 in 
WCC play and 15-8 overall. Saint 
Mary’s has two midweek games 
against the Northwestern Wildcats. 
Next weekend they hit the road for 
a face-off against University of San 
Francisco. The middle game of that 
three game series will be played 
AT&T Park, the home of the San 
Francisco Giants. 
new transfer guard Joe rahon is a player to watch in the 2015-2016 season
